. 


ov XAŞ 
— zi 


2252 


N 


: R “ “TU 
İZ 
mali dil əsdi yap: 

İ “uyma oan PAUL... 


: ə” an ” ən. ”” : yə ei y M” 7 A R. ə ni z ə Ye dör iə sı “Sara £ 


v ə "er “ hü 
) : Kəs 
ğ 


ÇİŞSİERN 


İN 1Hk DEPİHS OF HİSTORY 


THE BASILICA 


—— 


$ ISTANBUL METROPOLITAN MUNİCİPALITY 


İN THE. DEPTHS OF HİSTORY 


One of the magnificent historical structures of İstanbul is Basilica 


Cistern İn the 


southvvest of Hagia Sophia. This enormous 


underground cistern vvas built by Byzantine Emperor l.lustinianus 


140 m, vvidth of 


here is 480 m 
The celling gravi 


527-565) and thanks to marble columns rising from the vvater 
evel and seeming like countless in number, it vvas named 
"Yerebatan Sarayı” among public. As there vvas Basilica vvhere 
Sarnic is, it is called as "Basilica Cistern". Length of cistern is 


itis 70 mandiit s a giant rectangular structure. 


n the cistern vvhere you can go dovvnstairs through 55 stone 
stairs, there are 336 columns of vvhich height is 9 m. These 
marbles compose of 12 rovvs, namely 28 columns in each and 


, betvveen each and every one of the marbles. 
ity is distributed to cotumns through arches. The 


malority of the columns that vvere collected among older 


structures and 


sculptured in different marble types consist of 


one vvhole part and some of them consist of tvvo parts. The 
capitals of the columns are of different characteristics. 98 of 
them reftect Corinthian style, vvhile others are of Doric style. 
Vvalis of the cistem, builtvvith 4.80m.-thick bricks, and bricked 
floor vvere made vvaterproof by covering them thickly vvith 


some of the co 


Khorasan mortar. This cistern lays on 9.800 square meters field 


and has the capacity of 100.000 tones vvater storage. Except for 


umns that are cornered or ribbed, others are 


mainly in eylinder shape. Tvvo Medusa heads used as the bases 
of tvvo columns in southvvestern part of the Cisterns are 


masterpieces o 
vvhere these 


fsculpture artin Roman Period. İtis not knovvn 
edusa heads vvere taken and brought in the 


cistem, yetthey are the ones attracting visitors most. Researchers 
in general believe that they vvere brought vvith a sole purpose 
to be used as column bases. Hevvever, this opinion vvas not 


enough andstill 


there are some myths about Medusa heads. 


According to one of the myths, Medusa is one of the three 
Gorgonas vvhich vvere the female monsters in underground 
vvorld. Of these three sisters, Medusa had the povver to turn 
people vvho looked at her into stones. According to yet another 
opinion, big Gorgona pictures and sculptures vvere used in that 
period so as to protect important and special places and thats 
the reason vvhy Medusa head vvas placed in the cisterm. Hovvever, 
still another myth put forvvards that Medusa vvas a girL to be 
proud of her black eyes, long halr and vvell-shaped body and she 
vvas in love vvith Perseus, the son of Zeus, Meanvvhile, Athena 
vvas also in love vvith Perseus and green vvith envy of Medusa. 
So Athena turned Medusa”s hair into snakes, from then on 
vvhoever Medusa Looked at, turned into stones. 


Later on, Perseus cut the head of Medusa and taking the advantage 
oF her povver, he vvas able to defeat many of his enemies. Sternming 
from this very fact, Medusa head vvas ornamented in hafts in 
Byzantine and placed upside dovvn so that people vvho looked 
vvouldn”t turn into stones. According to another myth, Medusa 
herself looked at the mirror and turned herself into stone... 
Therefore, the sculptorvvho made this sculpture placed Medusa in 
three different positlons according to sun rays. Basilica Cistern has 
been restored until today. İn Ottoman Empire period, the cistern 
vvas restored tvvice and itvvas in T8th centuryin İll.AAhmet Sultan time 
(1723A Dİ) Architect Kayserili Mehmet Aga conducted the restoration. 


İn 19th centuryin Sultan İl.Abdulhamid (1876-1909) time, the cistern 
undervvent restoration again, 8 cotumns to thö middie part before 
southeast vvallvvere freezed vvith a big concrete layer and lost their 
previous characteristics as they vvere in danqer of breaking dovvn 
during a construction vvork took place in 1955-1960. The cistern 
held a large area and met the vvater needs of palace and other 
residents Living in this area in Byzantine Period, and itvvas in use 
for a period of time after Ottoman conquest of İstanbulin 1453and 
the gardens of Topkapı Palacevvhere the sultans livedvvere vvatered 
through this cistern. İtis understood that Öttomans preferred tap 
vvater to deadvvater and after they installed their ovvn vvater system 
in the city, they gave up using cistern vvater. This cistern vvent 
unrecoqnized by the VVesterns and finaliy P.Gyllius, vvho came to 
İstanbul to conduct research on Byzantine remainders, discovered 
it and introduced to VVestern vvorld. During one of his research 
vvihite he vvas around Hagia Sophia, he vvas told people had been 
getting vvater vvith buckets they hanged dovvnvvards into large 
vvellholes, even they hooked fishes, so Öyllius vvas able to enter 
the cistern vvith a torch in his hands, using the stone stairs in 
courtyard of a house surrounded by vvalis. Under very harsh 
circumstances P. öyllius took a tour around the cistern on a boat 
and determined vvhere the cotumns vvere. He impressed many 
travelers after publishing his experiences in his travel book. Each 
and every traveler has longed for the see this magnificent 
masterpiece in İstanbul for centuries. İn the Republican Era, the 
cistern vvent dovvn restoration many a time: İn a comprehensive 
renovation vvork that took place betvveen 1985-1987 period, 50.000 
tone muds vvere taken and vvalking platforms vvere placed in the 
cistern, and opened for the visits of both local and international 
tourists. The cistern, like in the past, has been going on its survival 
adventure vvith fish everyvvhere, Thevisitors melt into disappearance 
vvhen they are here in the cistern to see the Medusa head, in 
accompany of fish and a smoothing music. 
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